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OLD TESTAMENT NOTES AND NOTICES. 



In the November " Notes and Notices," the name of the Instructor in Hebrew 
in Cambridge (Mass.) Episcopal Divinity School was given as M. Lindsay Kelhin. 
It should have been M. Lindsay Kellner. 



At the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, the faculty has been requested by 
quite a large number of students to make provision for instruction in Hebrew. 
It is difficult to see how this request can reasonably be refused. This great Uni- 
versity of the West furnishes instruction in almost every subject which may be 
mentioned. "Why should Hebrew be omitted ? This question is especially perti- 
nent, in view of the demand which has been made by her students, and in view of 
the fact that other institutions, East and West, are establishing Semitic chairs. 



The Young Men's Hebrew Association, of Philadelphia, offers a prize of 
fifty dollars for the best essay on the following topic : " The principles of Ethics 
in the sayings in the Book of Proverbs, with an inquiry into the social conditions 
which they reflect." The choice of the subject appears to be a particularly happy 
one ; and it is only to be hoped that the rather formidable title will deter no one 
from competing. Of course, the more knowledge the better; but the subject is by 
no means one that requires special erudition to be well handled. The Association, 
we understand, does not expect learned treatises (though, of course, it will be 
happy to receive such) ; but a popular treatment of the subject. A careful study 
of the Proverbs themselves, with the aid of the most important works bearing on 
the subject, is all the preparation a person of intelligence and good education re- 
quires in order to write something which, even if it does not gain the prize, will 
reflect credit upon the writer. 



Notice has already been given of the special course in Assyriology, to be 
given at Baltimore, during January, by Professor Paul Haupt, Ph. D. The regu- 
lar Semitic courses will be interrupted for this period, and all the time devoted to 
Assyriology. Professor Haupt will teach daily from 3 to 4 o'clock P. M., giving 
a series of introductory lectures on Assyrian Grammar and interpreting selected 
cuneiform texts, principally those bearing upon the Old Testament. Besides the 
classes of Professor Haupt, individual instruction will be given three or four 
hours daily by the Pellows of Semitic Languages. Students are recommended to 
familiarize themselves with the elements of the cuneiform syllabary. No tuition- 
fee will be charged. Professors and students of other institutions, as well as 
clergymen, are invited to attend. Accommodations may be secured for five or six 
dollars a week. Surely this is an opportunity of which everyone for whom it is 
possible should avail himself. 

The Journal of the Society of Biblical Literature and Exegesis is at hand. T(j 
the Secretary, Professor H. G. Mitchell, of Boston University, much credit is due 
for the neat and accurate form in which it is published. Old Testament students 
will be interested in the papers on " Worship of the Tabernacle compared witli 
that of the Second Temple," by Dr. S. J, Andrews ; on " Rain-fall in Palestine," 
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by Dr. E. W. Eice; on " The Asapli-Psalms," by Dr. C. H. Toy, and on " Jacob's 
Blessing," by Dr. Jno. P. Peters. One of the most valuable items in the Journal, 
is the note of Dr. E. C. Bissell, on the passage Zech. vi. 1-7. The work of the 
Society giows with each year. Its winter meeting is held in New Yorlc Cit}\ 
during the holidays. 

During the month of January, 1887, the work of the students in the Baptist 
Union Theological Seminary, of Morgan Park, 111., will be almost exclusively in 
the line of the Old Testament. Five Courses of lectures will be delivered by 
Professor Harper. One, on Hebrew Syntax, in which selected texts will be 
studied with reference to the syntactical principles which they illustrate ; a second, 
on Isaiah xl.-lxvi., in which, besides the translation of the Hebrew text, there 
will be taken up the inteipretation of the most important passages, and the study 
of the division as a whole, in the manner outlined by Professor Ballantine in the 
October Student; a third, on Messianic Prophecies and Prophecy ; -a, fourth, m\ 
the Post-Exilic Prophets ; and a fifth, on tlie Books of Genesis, Exodus and Deu- 
teronomy, in which these books will be studied as distinct books. Each Course 
will include twenty lectures. 

The quickened interest in Old Testament study is particularly noticeable in 
certain Southern States and in Canada. There are data for the statement that 
the renewal of interest in Old Testament work among the ministers of these sec- 
tions is becoming quite general. It is sincerely to be hoped that this growing 
interest may continue, until the last shelf-deposited, dust-covered, neglected 
Hebrew Bible shall have been put into vigorous use. 

In the great International Oriental Congress held recently, in Vienna, Aus- 
tria, the various departments met in separate sections. 

" In the Semitic section there were only three papers that had special inter- 
est for students of the Bible. The Kev. C. J. Ball, of London, read a paper upon 
' Hebrew Poetry,' advocating a theory which is essentially the same as that of 
Professor Bickell— namely, that lines of Hebrew poetry are measured by definite 
numbers of syllables. He was stoutly supported by Professor Bickell, but found 
no other support. What direction the discussion might have taken was difficult 
to determine. It was strangely interrupted by one of the Vienna Orientalists, 
who interjected remarks upon the Hebrew tenses which had nothing whatever to 
do with the subject. He was allowed to complete his talk, and the discussion 
came to an end. The Semitic section was also favored with the presence of a 
Hungarian crank, who had a word to say vipon every subject, but the president 
was able to keep him in order. The most interesting item in the Semitic section 
was a statement of Dr. Ginsburg that he had discovered a fragment of the Jeru- 
salem Targum on Isaiah. He presented the Congress with specimens of it, and 
excited great attention. It seems that this Targum on the Prophets was known 
in the Middle Ages, but it was lost sight of, and then its existence was doubted. 
The discovery of this Targum makes its existence a certainty. Dr. Ginsburg 
found it among some loose leaves that he himself discovered in an ancient tomb. 

" The Rev. W. H. Heckler, Chaplain of the Church of England in Vienna, 
presented a chart giving a comparative chronological table of the biblical, Assyr- 
ian and Babylonian history, and exhibited some bricks that had been recently 
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brought from Babylonia. He wishes to make the recent discoveries useful to 
ordinary students of the Bible." — Correspondent of the Independent. 



Under the title of the Babylonian and Oriental Becord, a monthly journal 
devoted to Assyrlology and cognate studies has been started. It is issued under 
the direction of an editorial committee comprising Prof. Terrien de Lacouperie, 
Mr. W. C. Capper, and Mr. T. G. Pinches, of the British Museum ; and the col- 
laboration of the following scholars has been secured: Prof. A. H. Sayce, the 
Kev. H. G. Tomkins, M. G. Bertin, Profs. Fritz Hommel, C. de Harlez, Carl 
Bezold, Pleyte, M. E. Naville, and Mr. W. M. Flinders Petrie. A special feature 
of the Becord will be the publication, with facsimiles, of inedited texts from the 
British Museuin. The first number appeared November 1 , and contained "Akka- 
dian and Sumerian in Comparative Philology," by Prof. Tenien de Lacouperie ; 
"The Plague Legends of Chaldea," with two plates; "Singa§id's Gift to the 
Temple ;&-ana," by Mr. T. G. Pinches. 250 subscribers are required to ensure the 
continued issue of the Becord ; the support of all students of Assyriology and bib- 
lical archaeology is earnestly solicited. 



Almost every day new light is being thrown upon the Bible by the investiga- 
tions which are being conducted in the great fields of Assyrian and Egyptian 
research. One of the most noteworthy articles of modern times is that of M. 
Clermont Ganneau, of Paris, in the Journal Asiatiqtie (July-August, 1886), on 
those mysterious words written upon the wall of Belshazzar's palace, Mene, Mene, 
Tekel, Upharsin. A translation of this article will appear in January Hebraica. 



The University of Pennsylvania has taken another step forward in the 
encouragement of Semitic work by appointing Dr. Morris Jastrow, Jr., to the 
chair of Arabic and Assyrian. With Dr. Peters and Dr. Jastrow thus associated, 
the cause of Semitic study may be expected to prosper in Philadelphia. 



It is interesting to note the fact that in the Newton Theological Institution, 
Newton Centre, Mass., Prof. Brown has a class of three in Assyrian ; and that Dr. 
Manly has a class of five in the same subject, in the Louisville Baptist Theologi- 
cal Seminary. With classes of like size at Harvard, Boston University, Union 
Seminary, Yale, and Johns Hopkins, America will soon be in a position to take 
her stand in this department side by side with England and Germany. The 
help afforded the Assyrian movement in this country by the publication of Prof. 
Lyons' Manual can hardly be estimated. 



In New York City an Egyptologist died recently who has had a somewhat 
remarkable record. We refer to Dr. Gustav Seyflarth, who was over eighty years 
of age. He was a German by birth, and up to 1860 was extraordinary professor of 
Archaaology in the University of Leipzig. His specialty was the study of the 
Egyptian hieroglyphics, and to the end of his days he disputed with ChampoUion 
the honor of having discovered the true key to the sacred writings of the monu- 
ments of Egypt. In 1850 he came to America and for three years occupied a chair 
in the theological seminary of the Lutheran church in St. Louis. From 1853 he 
lived in New York City, devoted to the pursuit of his favorite branch of study. 
He was a prolific writer in German, English and Latin, and on many points was 
regarded as an authority. 



